Aanume ce Hamupam B 3anagHama u loxkHama yacm Ha ABempus,
gokamo usmoyHume npoBuHuuu, BkaloyumeAxo cmoauuama Bue-
Ha, ce Hamupam B bacediHa Ha [lyHaB.

[lo kpaa Ha MopBama cBemoBHa BolHa, BekoBe Hapeg ABcmpua e
UEHMbp Ha 02POMHa UMnepus, koAmo koHmpoAupa 2oAama yacm
om Llenmpaata EBpona. [lHec mA e ¢egepanqa penybauka, coc-
moswa ce om 9 wama.

BueHa e ceganuwe Ha HAKoAko MeXgyHapogHU Op2aHu3auuu,
BkaloyumenHo cekpemapuama Ha Opzau3auuAma 3a cuzypHocm
u compygHuyecmBo 8 EBpona (OCCE), MeXkgyHapogHama azeH-
uuA 3a amomHa exepauA (MAAE) u Op2aHu3auuama Ha cmpaHume
- usHocumeaku Ha nempoa (OTEK).

ABcmputickuam napaavedm uma 2 kamapu. HauuonaaHuam
cvBem (Nationalrat), uma 183 uaexa, koumo ce usbupam gu-
pekmHo om Hapoga ¢ 4-2oguwex mangam. (DegeparHusm Co-
Bem (Bundesrat) e 2opvama kamapa ¢ okoao 62 uyaexa, koumo
npegcmaBaaBam Bcaka npoBuHuud. HezoBume uyaeHoBe umam
6-20guLWeH MaHgam.

ABcmpua uma 602amo kyamypHo HacaegcmBo. Boadeatz Ama-
geyc Mouapm 3aema ocobeHo BakHo macmo cpeg komno3umo-
pume. (panu LLlybepm cobwo ce pagBa Ha 20AAMa NONyAAPHOCM.
B obracmma Ha uaocoduama u ugeume 3uemyHg Opoiig u gHec
npogbakaBa ga npegusBukBa npomuBopeuus, a AygBuz BumaeH-
wadH e eguH om xopama ¢ 0cHOBeH npuHoc koM MucbAama Ha 20
Bek. Kapmunume Ha l'ycmaB Kaumm npegu3BukBam BoaxulieHue
Y MHO3UHA.

ABcmpua uma cMeceHa uHgycmpuaAHo-ceackocmonatcka ukoHo-
Muka, mypusMbm CobW0 UMa 20AAMO y4acmue B npuxogume.

B kyxHama Hakou om aBcmpulickume cneuuaaumemu kamo Bu-
eHckuam wHuueA u AbbakoBuam wipygea ca ce npeBopHaau B u-
MepHaUUOHaAHU Acmus, koumo He ce Hykgaam om npeBog.

The Alps dominate the western and southern parts of Austria while

the eastern provinces, including Vienna, the capital, lie in the Dan- A

ube basin.
Until the end of World War I, Austria was for centuries the centre of

a vast empire, which controlled much of central Europe. Austria is
now a federal republic, consisting of nine states.

Vienna hosts a number of international organisations, including the
Secretariat of the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope, the International Atomic Energy Agency and the Organisation
of Petroleum Exporting Countries.

The Austrian Parliament has two chambers. The National Council,
or Nationalrat, has 183 members, who are elected by direct popular
vote to serve a four-year term. The Federal Council, or Bundesrat,
is the upper house with about 62 members who represent each
province. lts members serve a four or six-year term.

Austria has a rich cultural heritage. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart oc-
cupies a place of his own as a composer, while Franz Schubert
enjoys great popularity too. In the world of philosophy and ideas,
Siegmund Freud continues to provoke controversy while Ludwig
Wittgenstein was one of the major influences in 20th century think-
ing. The paintings of Gustav Klimt are widely admired.

Austria has a mixed industrial and agricultural economy, while tour-
ism is also an important source of income.

In cuisine, some of Austria’'s specialities like Wiener Schnitzel
and Apfelstrudel have become international dishes which need no
translation.
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Year of EU entry: 1995

Political system: Federal republic
Capital city: Vienna

Total area: 83 858 km?
Population: 8.1 million
Currency: euro

Language: German

ABcmpus
Austria

[Bopeuvm beAaBegepe BbB BueHa

The Belvedere Palace in Vienna



benzus e GegepanHa gopkaBa, pasgereHa Ha MpuU pesuoHa: Xo-
aHgckoeoBopawama (DaaHgpus Ha ceBep, BanoHus Ha loz, ko-
gemo ce 208opu dpeHcku, u bplokcen - gByesuyHama cmoauua,
kogemo u ¢penckuam, u xonaHgckuam ca oduuuasHu esuuu. B
U3MOYHAMAa Yacm Ha CmpaHama uma u MaAuuHcmBo om okoo
70 000 HemckozoBopAuu.

Beneutickuam nedsak e gocma pasHoobpased: 67 kuromempa
Mopcku 6ps2 u HusuHu kpad CeBepHo Mope, XbAMOBe B ueHmpan-
Hama yacm u Bucoko pa3noAoXkeHu 20pu B to2ou3amoyHuA patioH
Ha ApgeHume.

Bplokcen e cegaauwe Ha gocma MeXgyHapogHu Opz2aHusauuu:
noBeyemo om eBponedckume UHCMUMyuuu ce Hamupam myk,
kakmo u 2naBHama kBapmupa Ha HATO.

HesaBucuma om 1830 2oguHa, beaeus e koHCMumMyuuoHHa
MoHapxud. [18eme kamapu Ha apaamedma ca Kamapama Ha
npegcmaBumeAume, Yuumo YAeHoBe ce usbupam 3a MakcumaneH
cpok om 4 2oguHu, u CeHambm (uAu 2opHama kamapa), 4yuumo
uAeHoBe ce usbupam uau koonmupam. MpegBug noaumuyeckus
cu cbcmaB, beaeua ce ynpaBaaBa 06ukHOBeHO oM KOAAUULOHHU
npaBumeAcmBa.

Cpeg Hat-u3BecmHume 6eazuliuu ca XXopk Pemu (Epxke), cbaga-
meaam Ha TuHmuH, nucameaume XKopX CumeHoH u Xlozo Kaayc,
komnosumopvm u neBeu, Kak Bpea u konoesgawom Egu Mepke.
Xygoxnuuu kamo [kedmc Excop, Moa eaBo u Pere Mazpum ca
cbBpemeHHUme nocAegoBameAu Ha PybeHc U Ha ocmaxaaume
(ramargeku Malicmopu Om HEgaAe4HOMO MUHaAO.

Benzua e uzBecmHa cbe cBoume wokoaagu, koumo ce ugHAm no
uAn cBam. Alobumume beneulicku scmus ca Mugume U yunca,
koimo, cnopeg AezeHgama, e beazuticko uzobpemeHue.

Belgium is a federal state divided into three regions: Dutch-speak-
ing Flanders in the north, Wallonia in the south where the language
is French, and Brussels, the bilingual capital, where French and
Dutch share official status. There is also a small German-speak-
ing minority of some 70 000 in the eastern part of the country.

Belgium’s landscape varies widely: 67 kilometres of seacoast _

and flat coastal plains along the North Sea, hills in the centre
and the uplands forests of the Ardennes region in the southeast.
Brussels hosts several international organisations: most of the Euro-
pean institutions are located there as well as the NATO headquarters.
Independent since 1830, Belgium is a constitutional mon-
archy.The two houses of Parliament are the Chamber of
Representatives, whose members are elected for a maxi-
mum period of four years, and the Senate or upper house,
whose members are elected or co-opted. Given its political
make-up, Belgium is generally run by coalition governments.
Among the best known Belgians are Georges Rémi (Hergé), creator
of Tintin, writers Georges Simenon and Hugo Claus, composer and
singer Jacques Brel and cyclist Eddy Merckx. Painters like James
Ensor, Paul Delvaux and René Magritte are the modern-day succes-
sors of Rubens and the other Flemish masters of yesteryear.
Belgium is famous for its chocolates, which are appreciated the
world over. Its favourite dish is mussels and chips (French fries)
which, according to legend, are a Belgian invention.
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Year of EU entry: Founding member

Political system: Constitutional
monarchy

Capital city: Brussels
Total area: 30 158 km?
Population: 10.4 million
Currency: euro

Language: French, Dutch, German

Benzun
Belgium

Benzuticka bupa u mugu

Belgian beer and mussels



Pasnonokena 8 copuemo Ha bankatckus noayocmpoB, bea2apus
npumexaBa MHO20 pa3Hoo6paseH nedisaxk: B ceBepHama yacm e
obwupHama [lyHaBcka paBHuHa, a B lokHama uma Hakoako naa-
HUHU U Bucoku paBHuHU. B uamoyHua kpad e yepHomopckomo
kpadbpexue, koemo npuBauya MHo20 mypucmu Bcaka 20guHa.
OcHoBaHa npe3 681 2oguna, boAzapua e egHa om Hal-cmapume
gopXkaBu 8 EBpona. Helivama ucmopus e beansasa om mMecmono-
AokeHuemo (1 Ha 2paHuuama ¢ Asus. Okoao 85% om HaceaeHuemo
Ha cmpaHama ca npaBocaaBHu xpucmusanu, 13% ca mlocloamanu.
Okono 10% om HaceaeHuemo ca om mypcku npousxog, a 3% ca
pomu. TpaguuuoHHUME AcmuA CbWo npegcmaBasBam cmecuua
mexXgy 3moka u 3anaga. Had-nonyaapHama 6bazapcka xpaHa e
kucenomo masko, 32 koemo ce cyuma, Ye HOCU gbA20AEMUE Ha
mesu, koumo 20 koHcymupam pegoBHo.

Boacapckomo HapogHo cvbpaHue (egHokamapeH napaamvenm)
ce cocmou om 240 yaeHa, koumo ce usbupam 3a 4-20guweH
nepuog.

haBHuAm ekcnopm Ha Boacapua ca npogykmume Ha Aekama
npomuwAeHocm, XpaHume u Busama, ¢ koumo ma ce konkypupa
YCnewHo Ha eBponedckume nasapu.

Boazapus e uzBecmHa ¢ doaknopHama cu Mysuka. Boacapcka
HapogHa neceH e 3anucata B 3xamHama naoya Ha kocmuyeckus
kopab Boagxkop u e usnpameHa B goabokua kocmoc om HACA.
Hakou om u3BecmHume 6ba2apu ca Eauac KaHemu - Hocumea Ha
HoberoBa Hazpaga 3a Aumepamypa npe3 1981 2oguna u Xpucmo
ABaweB (Kpucmo) - cb3gameA Ha MHO20 Heopmogokcaau ckyan-
mypu Ha omkpumo.

Located in the heart of the Balkans, Bulgaria offers a highly di-

verse landscape: the north is dominated by the vast lowlands of

the Danube and the south by the highlands and elevated plains.
In the east, the Black Sea coast attracts tourists all year round.
Founded in 681, Bulgaria is one of the oldest states in Europe. Its
history is marked by its location near Europe’s frontier with Asia.

Some 85% of the population are Orthodox Christians and 13% Mus- 1

lims. Around 10% of the population are of Turkish origin while 3%

are Roma. Similarly, its traditional dishes are a mixture of east and
west. The most famous Bulgarian food must be yoghurt, with its re-
puted gift of longevity for those Bulgarians who consume it regularly.
The Bulgarian National Assembly (the single chamber parliament)
consists of 240 members who are elected for a four-year period.
Bulgaria’s main exports are light industrial products, foods and
wines, which are successfully competing on European markets.
Bulgaria is famous for its folk music. A Bulgarian folk song was
recorded on the Voyager Golden Record which was sent into outer
space by NASA. Famous Bulgarians include Elias Canetti, Nobel
Prize winner for literature in 1981 and Christo Javachev (“Christo”),
the creator of many unorthodox outdoor sculptures.
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Year of EU entry: 2007
Political system: Republic
Capital city: Sofia

Total area: 111 000 km?
Population: 7.8 million

Currency: Lev

Bbazapus
Bulgaria

Puacku maHacmup

Rila monastery



Kunvp e Hal-zonemusm ocmpoB8 8 CpeguseMHo mope U ce Ha-
Mupa Ha loz om Typuus. [18eme 0cHOBHU NAaHuHcku Bepuau ce
Hamupam cbomBemHo B ceBepHama u B ueHmpaaHama u fozo-
3anagHa yacm Ha ocmpoBa, kamo mexkgy max AeXu NA0gopogHa
paBHuHa.

Kunop omgaBHa e npeceysa moyka mexgy EBpona, Asus u Appuka
u Bce oule HOCU MHO20 CAegU OM nocAegoBamenru uuBuAusauuu
— pumcku meampu u Buau, Busanmuicku uopkBu u masacmupu,
kpbCMOHOCHU 3aMbuu U npaucmopuyecku ceaula.

ThaBHume ukoHomuyecku geiHocmu Ha ocmpoBa ca mypusmbm,
U3HOCLM Ha gpexu U 3aHasmuulcku u3geaus u mopzoBckomo
MopenaBate. TpaguuUOHHUME 3aHaAmu ca 6pogepus, 2pbHyap-
cmBo u 6akopgkuticmBo.

Hat-usBecmHume kunvpcku Acmua ca mpaguuuoHHOmo Mese,
cupeHemo Xaaymu u aakoxoaHama Hanumka 3uBaHus.

Caeg kamo Typuus okynupa ceBepHama yacm Ha ocmpoBa npe3
1974 2oguHa, mypckama kunbpcka o6wHocm u 2pbukama ku-
nopcka 06wHOCM ca pasgereHu om maka HapeyeHama 3eneHa
AUHUA.

Kunbp e usBecmen owe kamo OcmpoBom Ha Adpoguma, 6oz2u-
HAMa Ha AloboBma u kpacomama, koAmo cnopeg AezeHgama e
6una pogeHa mam.

Cyprus is the largest island in the eastern Mediterranean, and is sit-
uated south of Turkey. The two main mountain ranges are the Pen-
tadactylos in the north and the Troodos in central and south-western
part of the island, with the fertile plain of Messaoria in between.
Cyprus has long been a crossing point between Europe, Asia
and Africa and still has many traces of successive civilisa-
tions — Roman theatres and villas, Byzantine churches and
monasteries, Crusader castles and pre-historic habitats.
The island’s main economic activities are tourism, clothing and
craft exports and merchant shipping. Traditional crafts include em-
broidery, pottery and copper-work.

The local dishes are the traditional meze which is served as a whole
meal, the halloumi cheese and the zivania schnapps.

Since Turkey occupied the north of the island in 1974, the Turkish
Cypriot and Greek Cypriot communities have been separated by the
so-called Green Line.

Cyprus is well known as the island of Aphrodite, the goddess of love
and beauty, who, according to legend, was born there.

Aeukwaia;
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Year of EU entry: 2004
Political system: Republic
Capital city: Nicosia
Total area: 9 000 km?
Population: 0.7 million
Currency: Cyprus pound

Language: Greek, English
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MaHacmupom CmaBpoByHu,
4 Bek

The 4th century Stavrovouni
monastery



L peny cmaga He kaBa npe3 1993
20guHa, caeg kamo moeaBawHama YexocroBakus ce pasgead Ha
gBeme cu yacmu — Yexua u CroBakus. Mpegu Bmopama cBemoB-
Ha BolHa YexocroBakus e egra om 10-me Hal-uHgycmpuaausu-
paHu cmpatu 8 cBema u eguHcmBexama om ueHmpanxa EBpona,
koamo ocmaBa gemokpauus go 1938 2oguHa.

Yewkama cmoauua Mpaza e Ha Hag 1000 20guHu U npumexaBa
apxumekmypHo 602amcmBo om MH020 pasAudHu cmuAoBe. [Mo-
pagu moBa 2pagbm e cmataa Abumo Macmo 3a npou3BogcmBo
Ha GUAMU Ha MHO20 cBemoBHU GuAmMoBu mBopuu.
MpousBogcmBomo e Bce owe ocHoBHama ukoHomuuecka
gedHoCm, no-cneuuarHo npou3BogcmBomo Ha aBmomoBuAu,
UHCMPYMEHMU U uHXeHepHu npogykmu. JKeaAsHama u cmoma-
HeHama uHgycmpus 3aemam BaxkHo macmo B8 ukoHomukama Ha
MopaBua. OcHoBHume omeaekgaHu pacmumeAHu Kyamypu ca
uapeBuua, 3axapHo uBekno, kapmodu, nwetuua, e4emuk u pox.
XoAmoBeme u nAaHuUHUMe 3aemam okoao 95% om mepumopuama
Ha cmpaxama, koemo A npaBu ugeaaHa 3a cku, nAaHUHcko kono-
€3geHe U NAAHUHCKU mypusbm. B 0BLUpHUME 20pu ce cpewam
2AU2AHU U AUCULU.

Yewkama penybauka npousBexkga cBemoBHousBecmHa 6upa
U MuHepaaHa Boga om Hag 900-me ecmecmBeru u3Bopa (cBe-
moBeH pekopg). B lokHume padoHu Ha MopaBus u 8 yacm om
Boxemus ce npousBekga BuHo. TpaguUUOHHUME ACMUA YECMO
BkalouBam knegauku — Bug klodpmema om kapmodu uau mecmo.
Cpeg u. yexu ca xy m om cmuAa apm HoBo
Andotc Myxa, komnosumopume AmoruH [18opxkak u Begpkux
Cmemana u nucameasm Muaan Kyngepa.

The Czech Republic became an independent state in January 1993
after Czechoslovakia split into its two constituent parts. Before
World War II, Czechoslovakia was one of the 10 most industrialised

states in the world, and the only central European country to remain

a democracy until 1938.
The Czech capital, Prague, is more than 1000 years old and has a
wealth of historic architecture of different styles. Because of this,

the city has become a favoured location for many international film
makers.

Manufacturing is still a major economic activity, especially the pro-
duction of automobiles, machine tools, and engineering products.
Iron and steel industries are important in Moravia. The chief crops
are maize, sugar beet, potatoes, wheat, barley, and rye.

Hills and mountains cover about 95% of the country — ideal for ski-
ing, mountain biking and hill walking. Wild boar and fox are found in
the abundant woodlands.

The Czech Republic produces world-famous beer as well as mineral
water from more than 900 natural springs (a world record). Wine is
produced in the southern regions of Moravia and in part of Bohemia.
Traditional dishes often include “knedliky”, which is a type of dump-
lings made from potatoes or bread.

Among the famous Czech people are the Art Nouveau artist Alfons
Mucha, composers Antonin Dvorék and Bedfich Smetana, as well
as the writer Milan Kundera.

Year of EU entry: 2004
Political system: Republic
Capital city: Prague

Total area: 79 000 km?
Population: 10.2 million
Currency: Czech koruna

Listen to the official EU language:
Czech

Yexusn
Czech Rep.

Mpaea Ha 3gpayaBaHqe
Prague at dusk



JlaHusa ce cocmou om noayocmpoB dmaang u okoao 400 umeny-
Bau ocmpoBa. Om max 82 ca obumaemu, kamo Hadl-zoAeMume
ca (QyHeH u 3enang.

[JlaHuA uma MowHa puboroBHa UHGYCMPpUA U 20AAM Mbp2oBeku
haom.

Bogewume npousBogcmBa BkalouBam xpaHumeAHu npogykmu,
XuMuKaAu, MawuHu, MemaAHu u3geaus, enekmpoHuka u mpaxc-
nopmHo o6opygBaxe, bupa, xapmua u gbpBeHu usgeus. Typus-
Mbm Cbllo e BakHa yacm om ukoHomukama.

0m 8 go 10 Bek gamuarume ca usBecmHu ¢ umemo Bukureu. 3a-
€gHO ¢ HopBexuume u wBegume, me KOAOHU3UPAAU, Hanagaau u
mbpayBanu u3 Beuyku yacmu Ha EBpona. [IHeWHUMe gamyaHu ce
20pgesm coc cBoAma 6ozama gopXkaBa, ocueypABawia couuanHa
3awuma Ha Beuuku.

Maxua e koHcmumyuuoHHa MOHapxus, ynpaBasBaxa gHec no
koxcmumyuusma om 1953 2oguna. EgrokamepHuam napaamenm
(Doakemuiz) ce cocmou om 179 u3bpanu YAeHoBe.

Mexkgy Hal-uzBecmHume gamuaHu ca nucameaam XaHc Kpuc-
musAH AHgepceH, nonyAapeH coc cBoume npukasku, nucameasm
KapeH baukceH u gusalHepbm ApHe AkobceH. Jamckomo kuxo
gobuBa cBemoBHO NpU3HaHUe go 20AAMa cmeneH GAazogapeHue
Ha pexucbopa-ekcnepumermamop Aapc GoH Tpuep.

[Tlamckume kyauHapu cneuuaaumemu BkatouBam omBopeHume
cangBuyu, BapeHume UAU 3aneyeHu Coc 3axap kapmodu, BapeHo
uepBeHo 3eae, neveHo cBuHcko u neyeHo namewko.

Denmark consists of the peninsula of Jutland (Jylland)
and some 400 named islands. Of these, 82 are inhab-
ited, with the largest being Funen (Fyn) and Zealand (Sjlland).
Denmark has a large fishing industry, and possesses a mer-
chant fleet of considerable size. The leading manufactures in-
clude food products, chemicals, machinery, metal products,
electronic and transport equipment, beer and paper and wood
products. Tourism is also an important economic activity.
From the 8th to the 10th century, the Danes were known as Vikings.
Together with Norwegians and Swedes, they colonised, raided and

traded in all parts of Europe. Modern-day Danes pride themselves
in their country’s welfare state with its widespread social protection
for everyone.

Denmark is a constitutional monarchy, ruled today under the 1953
constitution. The single-chamber parliament or Folketing consists
of 179 elected members.

Among the best-known Danes are the writer Hans Christian An-
dersen, famous for his fairy tales, the author Karen Blixen and the
designer Arne Jacobsen. Danish cinema has gained international
recognition thanks largely to the experimental film director Lars
von Trier.

Specialities of Danish cooking include open sandwiches, smarre-
brad, boiled or sugar browned potatoes, boiled red cabbage, roast
pork or roast duck.

Year of EU entry: 1973

Political system: Constitutional
monarchy

Capital city: Copenhagen
Total area: 43 094 km?
Population: 5.4 million
Currency: Danish krone

Language: Danish

AaHusn
Denmark

Mankama pycanka Ha Konerxaze
Copenhagen’s Little Mermaid



EcmoHus, Hal-ceBepHama om 6aamutckume penybauku, Bpolia
cBoama HezaBucumocm om CoBemckus colos npes 1991 2ogu-
Ha. TA € NPEJUMHO paBHUHHA CMpaHa, HaMupa Ce Ha U3MOYHUA
6pse Ha Baamuticko Mope U uMa MHO20 e3epa U ocmpoBu. foaama
yacm om 3emAma (i e 0bpabomBaema UAU 3aAeCeHa C 20pU.
Ecmonckuam e3uk e 6Ausbk go GuHAangekus, HO HAMA npuAuka
C esuuume Ha ocmaxaaume baamudcku peny6auku (AamBus u
NumBa) uau ¢ pyckus. Okoro egHa 4emBopm om HaceAeHUemo e
om pyckozoBopAuL npousxog.

Cmoauuama TaAuH € eguH om Hail-gobpe 3anaseHume cpegHoBe-
koBHu 2pagoBe B EBpona u mypusmbm goHaca okoro 15% om
ecmoHckua 6pymeH Bompewen npogykm. OcHoBHUmMe cekmopu
Ha ukoHomukama ca MaluHOCMPOEHEMO, XpaHUMeAHama npo-
MuuAeHoCm, Memanoo6pabomBauwiama, xumuyeckama u gopBo-
06pabomBauiama npomuLLAEHOC.

Mpes uanama ucmopuA MHO20 gpyau Hauuu, BAagaAu Mo3u paiioH
— gamuyaHu, 2epmaHuy, WBegu, NOAAUU U pycHauu — ca BAUAAU Ha
ecmotckama kyxHa. Cpeg mpaguuuoHHUme ACmuA ca MapuHoBa-
Ha 3muopka, kbpBaBuua u kuceno 3eae cbc cBuHCko.
13BecmHume ecmoHuu BkatouBam nucameas flan Kpoc, yuumo
npousBegeHus ca npeBegeHu Ha Hag 20 e3uka, aBmopa Ha Hauu-
onantama enones (Dpugpux Pedibxong KpoduBaag u nucamens,
pexkucbop, gunaomam u noaumuk AeHapm Mepu.

Estonia, the most northerly of the Baltic states, regained its in-
dependence from the Soviet Union in 1991. It is a mainly flat
country on the eastern shores of the Baltic Sea, with many
lakes and islands. Much of the land is farmed or forested.
The Estonian language is closely related to Finnish, but
bears no resemblance to the languages of the other Bal-
tic republics, Latvia and Lithuania, or to Russian. About
one quarter of the population is of Russian-speaking origin.
The capital, Tallinn, is one of the best-preserved mediae-
val cities in Europe, and tourism accounts for 15% of Esto-
nian GDP The main sectors of the economy are engineer-
ing, food products, metals, chemicals and wood products.

Throughout history, many other nations who ruled the region
— Danes, Germans, Swedes, Poles and Russians — have influenced
Estonian cuisine. Among the traditional dishes are marinated eel,
blood sausage and sauerkraut stew with pork.

Famous Estonians include the writer Jaan Kross whose work has
been translated into 20 languages, the author of the national epic
(Kalevipoeg) Friedrich Reinhold Kreutzwald, and the writer, film-
maker, diplomat and politician Lennart Meri.

Year of EU entry: 2004
Political system: Republic
Capital city: Tallinn

Total area: 45 000 km?
Population: 1.4 million
Currency: Estonian kroon

Language: Estonian

EcmoHusn
Estonia
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3uma B8 TaauH
Winter in Tallinn



(unnangus, cmpana Ha 20pu U e3epa, e MoXke 6u Had-usBecmHa
Cbc cBoAma 3ana3eHa npupogHa kpacoma. B ganeuHus ceBep be-
AUME Houiu, npe3 koumo CAbHUEMO He 3aAd3Ba, mpaam okono 10
cegmuuu npe3 Aamomo. Mpes 3umama B cbuiama 06AacM CAbH-
uemo He u32pAaBa Hag xopu3oHma okoo 8 cegmuuu.

B pesyamam Ha ci BekoBHama wBegcka oky (om 12
Bek go 1809 20guHa) okono 6% om HaceaeHuemo e wBegckozo-
Bopawo. QuHaaHgua cmaBa HesaBucuma gbpxkaBa caeg Pyckama
okmomBputicka peBoatouus om 1917 2ogura. Om mosu MOMeHm
Hacam msa e penybauka. ima egHokamapeH napAaMeHm, Yuumo
200 yneHoBe ce usbupam Ha Beeku 4 20gUHU.

Cmpanama uma pa3Buma, mogepHa u koHkypenmocnocobHa uko-
Homuka u e cBemoBeH Augep 8 meaekomyHukauuoHHOmMo 060pyg-
Bane. OcHoBHumMe ekcnopmHu npogykmu ca meaekomyHukauu-
OHHO 060pygBaHe U NPogykmu Ha MawUHOCMPOEHEMO, Xapmus,
gopBecuHa u gopBecunHa kawa, cmbkaeHu usgeaus, kepamuka u
Hepokgaema cmomaHa.

Kpacomama Ha ganeyHua 0 ceBep e BgbxHoBABaAa MHO20 mBo-
puu, Bkaloyumeaxo komnosumopbm Al CubeAuyc u gusatHepom
AnBap Aaamo.

(utaagckama kyxa e noBAusHa om koHmuHeHmaaHama, pycka-
ma u wBegckama kyxtu. TpaguuuoHHume Aacmus BkalouBam puba
(ocobeHo coomea U kaakaH), kakmo u ereHoBo meco. Mo-uHmepec-
Hu Acmus ca kapgkanannuipaka (caagkuw om opu3 uAu kapmodu)
U kanakyko (cBuHcka u pubeHa MasHuHa, usneyeHa 8 xAa6).

Finland, a country of forests and lakes, is perhaps best
known for its unspoilt natural beauty. In the far north, the White
Nights, during which the sun does not set, last for around 10
weeks of the summer. In winter the same area goes through
nearly eight weeks when the sun never rises above the horizon.
As a result of the Swedish occupation during seven centuries
(from the 12th century until 1809) some 6% of the popula-
tion is Swedish-speaking. Finland became an independent
state following the Russian revolution in 1917. Since this
date Finland has been a republic. It has a one-chamber par-

liament whose 200 members are elected every four years.
The country has developed a modern, competitive economy, and
is a world leader in telecommunications equipment. Main exports
include telecoms equipment and engineering products, paper, pulp
and lumber, glassware, stainless steel and ceramics.

Its remote northern beauty has inspired many artists, including the
composer Jean Sibelius and the designer Alvar Aalto.

Finnish food has been influenced by continental, Russian and Swed-
ish cuisines. Traditional specialities include fish (especially salmon
and turbot roe),
as well as rein-
deer meat. Spe-
cific dishes to
look for include
karjalanpiirakka
(rice or potato
pastry) and kal-
akukko (fish and
pork fat baked
inside a loaf).

Year of EU entry: 1995
Political system: Republic
Capital city: Helsinki
Total area: 338 000 km?
Population: 5.2 million
Currency: euro

Language: Finnish, Swedish

MuHAaHgusn
Finland E

EgHo om xuaagume
(uHAaHgcku esepa
One of Finland’s many
thousand lakes



(panuus e egHa om Had-2onemume cmpanu 8 EBpona, npocmupa-
wa ce om CeBepHo go CpegusemHo mope. Medzakom U e pasHoo-
6paseH, ¢ NAaHUHU Ha u3mok u Ha loz, Bkalouumearo nbpBeHeubm
Ha Aanume MoH6AaH (4810 m), kolimo e u Had-Bucokama mouka Ha
3anagha EBpona. PaBHutHa (JpaHuus ce Cocmou 0m Yemupu peyHu
6acedHa — CeHa Ha ceBep, Aoapa U fapoHa — Ha 3anag u Pota, koamo
meye om XKeneBckomo e3epo kom CpegusemHo Mope.
Mpe3ugeHmbm Ha penybaukama uzpae BaxkHa noaumuyecka poas.
Tol npegcegameacmBa cpewume Ha Muducmepckus coBem (ka-
6urema) u Hocu ocHoBHama omzoBopHocm B8 kalouoBu obracmu
Ha MeXkgyHapogHUme omHoweHuA u om6paHama. ExkegreBHomo
ynpaBAeHue Ha cmpaxama ce u3BopwBa om npemuepa. Mpesu-
geHmbm ce u3bupa gupekmHo om Hapoga 3a nepuog om 5 20gu-
Hu. MapaameHm©m ce cbemou om HapogHo cobpaxue, gupekmHo
usbupaHo Ha Bceku nem 2oguu, u Cexam, yuumo YaeHoBe ce
u3bupam om eaekmopaneH coBem.

(Dpatuus uma pasBuma uHgycmpuaaa ukoHomuka u epekmuBHo
ceacko ). OcHOBHU gell ca aBmomobuaocmpo-
eHemo, aBuauuoHHama u kocmuyeckama uxgycmpus, uHpopma-
UUOHHUME mexHoAo2uu, enekmpoHukama, xumuyeckama u ¢ap-
MaueBmuyHa NPOMULAEHOCM U Mogama.

(DpaHuus e poguHama Ha eghu om Hall-BAUAMEAHUME NucameAu u
mMucAumenAu Ha koimutxesma — om [lekapm u Mackaa npe3 17 Bek,
Pyco u Boamep npes 18 Bek, basak, Bogaep u Drobep npes 19
Bek, Capmp u Kamlo npe3 20 Bek. Mpe3 nocaegHume 2 Beka ma
€ gana Ha cBema uskycmBomo Ha Pexoap, Mote, CesaH, lo2eH,
Mamuc u bpak u MHO20 gpyau.

(penckama kyxrs e egHa om Haii-usuckasume 8 EBpona; zom-
BeHemo u xpaHeHemo ca yacm om dpeHckama Kyamypa u cmua
Ha kuBom.

France is one of the largest countries in Europe, stretching from
the North Sea to the Mediterranean. The landscape is diverse, with
mountains in the east and south, including the Alpine peak of Mont
Blanc (4810 m) which is western Europe’s highest point. Lowland
France consists of four river basins, the Seine in the north, the Loire

and the Garonne flowing westwards and the Rhone which flows
from Lake Geneva to the Mediterranean Sea.

The president of the Republic has an important political role. He
chairs the meetings of the Council of Ministers (cabinet), and re-
tains overall responsibility in key areas of foreign affairs and de-
fence. The day-to-day running of the country is in the hands of
the prime minister. The president is elected by direct suffrage for a
period of five years. The parliament consists of a National Assembly,
directly elected every five years, and a Senate whose members are
chosen by an electoral college.

France has an advanced industrial economy and an efficient farm
sector. Main activities include automobile manufacture, aerospace,
information technology, electronics, chemicals and pharmaceuti-
cals and fashionware.

France has produced some of the continent’s most influential writers
and thinkers from Descartes and Pascal in the 17th century, to Rous-
seau and \oltaire in the 18th, Balzac, Baudelaire and Flaubertin the 19th
and Sartre and Camus in the 20th. In the last two centuries it has given
the art world the works of Renoir, Monet, Cézanne, Gauguin, Matisse
and Braque, to
name but a few.
French cuisine
is one of the
finest in Europe;
cooking and eat-
ing are part of
French  culture
and lifestyle.

Year of EU entry: Founding Member
Political system: Republic

Capital city: Paris

Total area: 550 000 km?
Population: 59.6 million

Currency: euro

Language: French

MdpaHuyusn
France
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) Bl Cat
Pumokamonuyeckama 6asuauka
Cakpe koop 8 Mapwk
The church of Sacré Coeur in Paris



fepmaHuA e cmpaHama ¢ Hal-MHO206pOUHOMO HaceAeHue om
Bcuuku cmpanu 8 EBponeiickus colos. HeiHama mepumopus ce
npocmupa om CeBepHo u baamuticko Mope Ha ceBep go Aanume
Ha oz u ce npekocaBa om Hakou om 2raBHume eBponedcku peku
kamo PedH, [lyHaB u Erba.

TepmaHus e degepanHa penybauka. 3akoHogameAHUME Op2aHu Ha
HaUUOHaAHO HUBo ca byrgecmazbm, Yyuumo yaeHoBe ce usbupam
Ha Bceku 4 2oguHu om Hapoga, u bygHecpambm, kodmo ce cbe-
mou om 69 npegcmaBumeau Ha 16-me npoBuHUUU.

Cheg cobapAHemo Ha bepautckama cmeta npe3 1989 2oguHa,
6uBwama NP (Tepmaxcka gemokpamuyna penybauka) ce BauBa
BvB8 (Degepartama penybAuka. Mem HOBU NPOBUHUUL Ce NPUCHE-
gunaBam kom EBponedckus cblos. Hemckusm e Hal-20B8opeHusm
MadyuH e3uk 8 EC. lepmanusa npumexkaBa mpemama no cuaa 8
cBema ukoHomuka, npousBexkgauia aBBmomoBuAU, NPeyu3HU npo-
gykmu Ha mMawuHocmpoeHemo, enekmpotuka u komyHukauuoH-
Ho 0bopygBane, xumukaau u ekapcmBa u MHO20 gpyau. HedHu
(hupmu ca HanpaBuAu 2oneMu uHBecmuuuu 8 cmpanume om Liex-
mpanaxa u i3moyna EBpona, koumo ce npucveguHuxa kom colosa
npe3 2004 20guHa.

Kamo pogHo macmo Ha Vloxan Ce6acmus Bax, AygBuz BaH Be- =

moBe, Moxaxec Gpamc, Puxapg BazHep u MHo20 gpyau, lepma-
HuA uma cepuo3eH npuHoc kom kaacuyeckama mysuka Ha EBpona.
B obracmma Ha mucbAma u cA080mo 02pOMHOMO HacaegemBo
Ha lepmanus BkalouBa mBopbume Ha Aymep, Moome, LLuaep, Huu-
we, Kanm, bpexm u Tomac MaH.

TepmaHus € BmopuAm no 20AemuHa NpousBogumen Ha Xvea 8 £

cBema u e MH020 u3BecmHa ¢ kauecmBeHama cu 6upa. BuHa ce
npousBexgam B goauHume Ha Mocen u PelH.

Germany has the biggest population of any EU country. Its

territory stretches from the North Sea and the Baltic in the *

north to the Alps in the south and is traversed by some of
Europe’s major rivers such as the Rhine, Danube and Elbe.
Germany is a federal republic. The lawmakers at the na-
tional level are the Bundestag, whose members are elected

every four years by popular vote and the Bundesrat, which con-
sists of 69 representatives of the 16 states (Bundeslédnder).
After the collapse of the Berlin Wall in 1989, the former GDR
(German Democratic Republic) was incorporated into the Fed-
eral Republic. Five new Bundeslander joined the European Union.
German is the most widely spoken first language in the European
Union. Germany is the world’s third largest economy, producing
automobiles, precision engineering products, electronic and com-
munications equipment, and pharm and much
more besides. Its companies have invested heavily in the central
and east European countries which joined the EU in 2004.

As birthplace of Johann Sebastian Bach, Ludwig van Beethoven,
Johannes Brahms and Richard Wagner, among others, Germany's
gift to European classical music is important. In thought and word,
Germany’s huge heritage includes the works of Luther, Goethe,
Schiller, Nietzsche, Kant, Brecht and Thomas Mann.

Germany is the
second larg-
est  producer
of hops in
the world and
the country is
known for its
quality beers.
Wine is pro-
duced in the
Moselle  and
Rhine valleys.

Year of EU entry: Founding
Member

Political system: Federal republic
Capital city: Berlin

Total area: 356 854 km?
Population: 82.6 million
Currency: euro

Language: German

Fepmanusn
Germany

—

Bpangenbypackama Bpama
8 bepAut

Berlin’s Brandenburg Gate



PasnonoxkeHa 6Au30 go kpocmonbma Ha EBpona u Asus, Mopuus
3aeMa Hai-tokHama yacm Ha baakackus noayocmpoB 8 t02ous-
moyHa EBpona. B mepumopuama G Bauzam u noBeye om 2000
ocmpoBa 8 Ezedicko u MoHuticko mope, om koumo okoao 170 ca
obumaemu. Bpbx Oaumn e Hal-Bucokama moyka Ha cmpaHama.
Topuua e egHa om Aloakume Ha eBponelickama uuBuausauus. Hed-
HUMe gpeBHU y4eHu ca ocbliecmBuAu 02poMeH Hanpegbk BoB
dunocopuama, MeguuuHama, mamemamukama U acmpoHOMUA-
ma. B mexHume 2pagoBe-gopkaBu ce pazBuBam nopBume dop-
MU Ha gemokpamuyHo ynpaBaeHue. licmopuyeckomo u kyamypHo
HacAegcmBo Ha lopuus npogbakaBa ga pesoHupa npes usrama
ucmopuA Ha MogepHuA cBam — B8 Aumepamypama, uskycmBomo,
(unocoduama u noaumukama.

CvBpemeHHa Mpuua uma penybaukaicka cmpykmypa, ocHoBaHa
Ha koncmumyuuama om 1975 2oguHa. 300-uAeHHUAM egHokama-
PeH napAaMeHm ce u3bupa 3a nepuog om 4 2oguHu. Cmpaxama e
pasgeeHa Ha 13 agMmuHucmpamuBHu paloHa.

MoBeye om 50% om 2pbukama uHgycmpus ce Hamupa 8 padona
okono Amuna. MaBHume ukoHomuyecku cekmopu ca ceacko cmo-
naHcmBo, mypusbm, cmpoumeAcmBo u mopcku mpaxcnopm.
Hat-usBecmHume cbBpemMeHHU 2bpuu ca pexucbopbm Kocmac
laBpac, HobenoBuam Aaypeam Oguceac Eaumuc u komnosumo-
pom Mukuc Teogopakuc.

[poukama kyxHa e 6asupada Ha kose u 0Bye meco. PubHume
ACMUA CHLWO Ca MHO20 NONYAAPHU. 3exmutbm, kodmo ce npo-
usBexkga 8 2onemu koauyecmBa, cowio gaBa omaudumenet Bkyc
Ha 2pbukama xpaHa.

Located near the crossroads of Europe and Asia, Greece
forms the southern extremity of the Balkan peninsula in south-
east Europe. Its territory includes more than 2000 islands
in the Aegean and lonian seas, of which only 170 or so are in-
habited. Mount Olympus is the highest point in the country.
Greece is one of the cradles of European civilization, whose an-
cient scholars made great advances in philosophy, medicine,
mathematics and astronomy. Their city-states were pioneers

in developing democratic forms of government. The historical
and cultural heritage of Greece continues to resonate through-
out the modern world - in literature, art, philosophy and politics.
Modern Greece has a republican structure based on the constitution
of 1975. The 300 members of the single-chamber parliament are
elected for a period of four years. The country is divided into 13
administrative regions.

More than 50% of Greek industry is located in the Greater Athens
area. Greece’s main economic sectors are agriculture, tourism,
construction and shipping.

The best-known contemporary Greeks include the film-maker Kos-
tas Gavras, the Nobel Prize winner Odysseus Elitis and composer
Mikis Theodorakis.

Greek cuisine is based on goat meat and mutton. Fish dishes are
also popular. Olive oil, which is produced in large quantities, adds to
the distinctive taste of Greek food.

Year of EU entry: 1981
Political system: Republic
Capital city: Athens

Total area: 131 975 km?
Population: 11 million
Currency: euro

Language: Greek

vpuyusn
Greece

Akponoabm ce u3BucsBa Hag
Amuna owe om gpeBHocmma
The Acropolis has dominated
Athens since antiquity



VHeapus € cmpaxa 6e3 U3Aa3 Ha MOpe, HO C MHO20 Cbeegu
— CnoBakus, YkpaiHa, PymoHus, Copbus, XopBamusa, CAoBeHus
u ABcmpus. Ta € NPeguMHO paBHUHHA, caMo C HUcku nAaHuHU B8
ceBepHama cu yacm. E3epomo banamo, nonyAspeH mypucmuve-
cku ueHmwp, e Hal-20AamMomo e3epo B Lienmpanta EBpona.
MpeguiecmBeHuuUMe Ha emHudeckume yHeapuu ca 6uau ma-
gkapckume naemena, koumo ca ce npemecmuau 8 Kapnamckus
6acedH npe3 896 eoguha, 3aBAagABalku Hapoga, kolmo e 6uA
Beye 8 moau pailioH. YHeapua cmaBa xpucmusaHcko kparcmBo
no Bpememo Ha WwBan npe3 1000 2oguHa. YHzapckuam e3uk,
3a pasauka om ocmaxaaume e3uuu B8 palioHa, € Camo gareyHo
cBobp3aH ¢ puHAaHgckua u ecmoHckus.

Cmonuuama byganewa, koamo nbpBoHayaAHo e 6uaa gBa om-
geAHu 2paga — byga u Mewa — ce pasnoraza Ha gBama bpAza Ha
peka [lyHaB. Ta e 602ama Ha ucmopus u kyamypa u u3BecmHa cbc
cBoume AeyebHU U3Bopu. YHeapus uma egHokamapeH napaamesm
(Hapogo cvbpaHue) yuumo 386 uaeHoBe ce usbupam om Hapoga
Ha Beeku 4 20guHU.

VHzapus uMa CpaBHUMEAHO 02PaHUYeHU NPUPOgHU Pecypcu
(6okcum, Bozauwa u npupogen 2a3), kakmo u NAOgopogHU NoY-
Bu U MH020 06pabc 3em4. Vi 1e BuHa ce nuAam
HaBcakoge u3 EBpona. OcHoBHUAM ekcnopm Ha cmpaxama ca
MAWUHU U MPaHcnopmHo 06opygBaxe, xpaHumeAsu npogykmu
u xumukaau.

VH2apua e MH020 My3uKaAHa CMpaHa, YUAMO MPaguuUUOHHa hoA-
knopHa mysuka e BgoxHoBuaa HelHume Beauku komnosumopu
kamo Aucm, bapmok u Kogaau.

Hungary is a landlocked state with many neighbours — Slova-
kia, Ukraine, Romania, Serbia, Croatia, Slovenia and Austria. It
is mostly flat, with low mountains in the north. Lake Balaton,
a popular tourist centre, is the largest lake in central Europe.
The ancestors of ethnic Hungarians were the Magyar tribes,
who moved into the Carpathian Basin in 896, conquer-
ing the people already in the region. Hungary became a

Christian kingdom under St Stephen in the year 1000.The _

Hungarian language is unlike the other neighbouring lan-
guages and is only distantly related to Finnish and Estonian.
The capital city, Budapest, which originally was two separate cities:
Buda and Pest, straddles the River Danube. It is rich in history and
culture and famed for its curative springs. Hungary has a single-
chamber parliament or national assembly whose 386 members are
elected by voters every four years.

Hungary has some limited natural resources (bauxite, coal, and nat-
ural gas), as well as fertile soils and arable land. Hungarian wines
are drunk throughout Europe. The country’s main manufactured
exports include machinery and transport equipment, foodstuffs
and chemicals.

Hungary is a highly musical country whose traditional folk music
inspired its great composers such as Liszt, Bartok and Kodaly.

Year of EU entry: 2004
Political system: Republic
Capital city: Budapest
Total area: 93 000 km?
Population: 10.1 million
Currency: forint

Language: Hungarian

YHzapusn
Hugary

—

Cepagama Ha yHeapckus

napaamenm, Bugana npes apkume.

Hungary’s parliament building
seen through an archway



0m npucveg Mo cu kom EBp cvlo3 npe3 1973
20guHa Penybauka (Eape) ce mpaHchopmupa om
NpeguMHO azpapHo 06LiecmBo kbM MogepHa U MeXHOAO2UYHO
pa3Buma ukoHomuka, Hapuyata Keamcku muzbp.

MAogopogHu 06pabomBaeMu HU3UHU 3aemMam no-20AAMama Yacm
om BvmpewHocmma Ha cmpadama, kamo camo Ha Mecma ce
npekbcBam om xbAmoBe u BkalouBam MHO20 Mouypulia U e3e-
pa. B 3anagHuA kpal uma kpalbpekHu NAaHUHU, ugueawu ce
Ha mecma go 1000 m Hag mopckomo paBruwie. Moymu 1/3 om
HaceaeHuemo XuBee B [TobAuH.

[Tlotinom, goatama kamapa Ha Mapaamerma, ce cbcmou om 166
uneHa, a CeHagbm (2opHama kamapa) uma 60 yexa. Mapramen-
mapHu u3bopu ce npoBexgam Ha Bceku 5 20guHU.

Bonpeku ye ucmopuama Ha VipaaHgua e buaa usnbAHeHa ¢ Henpu-
AMHOCMU U CMpeCceHUs, HelHUAM Hapog Buhazu e 6uA cBbpaBan
¢ Ao60B kom my3ukama u paskasBayecmBomo. Yecmo Hapuyana
,Cmpaxama Ha cBemuume u yueHume”, VpAaHgua e poguHama Ha
MHO20 U3BECMHU aHzA0e3udHu nucameau kamo Feame, [kodc,
bekem, Yalag u Loy. VipaaHgua e pogusa u Ha cBemoBHous-
BecmHu pok 2pynu u uanbAaHumeau kamo U2, b Kope u Wukedg
0’Korop.

CemnAu MecHU Acmus u BapeHu 3eaeHuyuu kamo kapmodu, mop-
koBu, pana u nawbpHak ca ocHoBHUME cbecmaBku Ha upaaHgeka-
ma kyxHa.

Since joining the European Union in 1973, the Republic of Ireland
(Eire) has transformed itself from a largely agricultural society
into a modern, technologically advanced Celtic Tiger economy.
Agricultural lowlands make up most of the interior, which is broken
in places by low hills and includes considerable areas of bogs and
lakes. There are coastal mountains to the west, rising to over 1000
m in places. Nearly a third of the population live in Dublin.

The Dail, or lower house of Parliament, is composed of 166 mem-
bers while the Seanad, or upper house, has 60 members. Parlia-
mentary elections are held every five years.

Although the history of Ireland has seen troubles and turbulence,

its people have always been associated with a love of music and
storytelling. Often referred to as the land of saints and scholars, the
country is the birthplace of many famous English-language writers,
such as Yeats, Joyce, Beckett, Wilde and Shaw. Ireland is home
to internationally known rock bands and singers such as U2, The
Corrs and Sinead 0’Connor.

Simple meat dishes and boiled vegetables such as the potato, car-
rot, turnip and parsnip form the principal ingredients of traditional
Irish cooking.

Year of EU entry: 1973

Political system: Republic

Capital city: Dublin

Total area: 70 000 km?

Population: 4 million

Currency: euro

Language: English

WUpaangusn
Ireland
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Knuzama Ha Keac om 9 Bek
The 9th century Book of Kells



Nmanusa e 2raBHo naaHuHcka, 0cBeH no goauHama Ha peka Mo u
8 pationa EmMuAusa-PomaHus, u ce npocmupa om AAnUMe go ueH-
mbpa Ha CpegusemHo Mope. BkalouBa u ocmpoBume Cuuuaud u
CapguHus, EA6a u okoro 70 no-manku ocmpoBu. B AneHukckus
noayocmpoB ce Hamupam u owe gB8e HezaBucumu gopxkaBu: epag
Bamukata 8 Pum u Peny6auka Cax MapuHo.

Mimanus uma gBykamvape napaamerm, cocmoauw, ce om Ceram
(eopHa kamapa) u Kamapa Ha npegcmaBumeaume. 36opu ce
npoBexgam Ha Bceku 5 20guHU.

TAaBHume ompacAu Ha ukoHomukama ca mypusmobm, Mogama,
MalluHoCmpoeHemo, Xumuyeckama NpoOMuULIAEHOCM, npousGog-
cmBomo Ha MOMOPHU npeBosHU cpegcmBa U XpaHumeAHama
npomMuwAgHoCcm. limaaus e yneH Ha 2pynama Ha uHgycmpuaa-
Hume cmpaHu 8 u e cegmama no pasmep ukoHomuka 8 cBema.
CeBepHume Yacmu Ha cmpaHama ca egHu om Had-602amume 8
EBpona no goxogu Ha 2AaBa om HaceAeHuemo.

C MuHaAOmo cu Ha ueHmbp Ha obwupHama Pumcka umnepus,
ocmaBuAa 02pOMHO apxeoaozuyecko, KyAmypHO U AUmepamypHo

HacaegecmBo, AneHuHckusm noayocmpoB8 cmaBa cBugemena u Ha £y

Bb3HukBaHemo Ha cpegHoBekoBHUA XymaHusbm U PeHecaca.

ToBa gonbAHUMEAHO cnomaza 3a ohopmaHemo Ha eBponelicka- -

ma noaumuyecka MucoA, Guaocodus u uskycmBo upes Gueypu

kamo MakuaBeau, [lanme, AeoHapgo u laauaeo. Cnucbkom Ha

usBecmHu umaauaxcku xygokHuuu e goave u BkatouBa [komo,
bomuueau, AeoHapgo, Mukeaangxkeno, Tuimopemo u KapaBagxo.
Mimanus e pogura u Ha komnozumopume Bepgu u Myyuru u pexu-
copa Megepuko Meaunu.

Mimanuanckama kyxHs e egHa om Had-usuckaHume u pasHoobpas-
Hume B8 EBpona, ¢ nukaHmHume BkycoBe Ha Heanoa u Kaaabpus,
¢ ACMUAMA C NeCMO Ha Au2ypus U CUPeHama U pu3omomo om
palioHa Ha AAnume.

Italy is mainly mountainous, except for the Po plain in the Emilia-Ro-
magnaregion, andruns fromthe Alpstothe central Mediterranean Sea.
Itincludes the islands of Sicily and Sardinia, Elba and about 70 other
smaller ones. There are two small independent states within penin-

sular Italy: the Vatican City in Rome, and the Republic of San Marino.
Italy has a two-chamber parliament, consisting of the Senate (Se-
nato della Repubblica) of upper house and the Chamber of Deputies
(Camera dei Deputati). Elections take place every five years.
The country’s main economic sectors are tourism, fashion, engi-
neering, chemicals, motor vehicles and food. Italy is @ member of
the G8 group of industrialised countries and it is the world’s seventh
largest economy. Italy’s northern regions are per capita amongst
the richest in Europe.
Already the centre of a vast Roman empire which left a huge ar-
chaeological, cultural and literary heritage, the Italian peninsula saw
the birth of medieval humanism and the Renaissance. This further
helped to shape European political thought, philosophy and art via
figures like Machiavelli, Dante, Leonardo and Galileo.
The list of famous Italian artists is long, including Giotto, Botticelli,
Leonardo, Michelangelo, Tintoretto and Caravaggio. The country
has also produced opera composers such as Verdi and Puccini and
film-maker  Federico
Fellini.
Italian cuisine is one
of the most refined
and varied in Europe,
e, from the piquant fla-
L\ yours of Naples and
¢ Calabria, the pesto
dishes of Liguria to
the cheese and risotto
dishes of the Italian
Alps.

Year of EU entry: Founding member
Political system: Republic

Capital city: Rome

Total area: 301 263 km?
Population: 57.3 million

Currency: euro

Language: ltalian

Mmanun
Italy

Copuemo Ha Pum
The heart of Rome



NamBus BvacmatoBaBa cBoama HezaBucumocm om CvoBemckua
Ccblo3 npe3 1991 2oguna. Paanonoxkena Ha 6aamudickomo kpad-
6pexXue, AamBus e cmpaHa, U3NbAHEHA C HUSUHU U C 0BWUPHU
20pu, koumo ocuzypABam gopBecuHa 3a CMpouMeAHama U xap-
mueHama uxgycmpus. Mpupogama U e 602ama Ha guBey.
/NamBua npou3Bexkga nompebumencku cmoku, mekemua u Mema-
A006pabomBawu urempymermu. Cmpaxama npuBauya mypucmu
om usara EBpona. EmHuvecku HaceaeHuemo ce cocmou om 59%
AamBuliuu u 29% pycHauu, kamo noBeye om 1/3 om He20 XuBee
8 cmoauuama Puza. OcxoBaHa npe3 1201 2oguHa, Puza e Hal-
20nemusAm 2pag 8 mpume Gaamuticku penyGauku ¢ HaceaeHue om
730 000 >kumeau. HezoBama Cmamys Ha cBo6ogama e egHa om
Hai-Bucokume 8 EBpona — 43 mempa.

100- | k AamButicku n (Ceama)
ce usbupa gupekmHo om Hapoga Ha Bceku 4 2oguHu. MpesugeH-
mbm ce u3bupa om napaameHma, oo Ha Beeku 4 20guHU.
Cpeg Hai-usBecmxume AamBuduu ca xygokHukom-ekcnpecu-
oHucm Mapk Pomko u cvBpemeHHuAmM komnosumop Memepuc
Backc.

XapakmepHume cneuuaaumemu Ha AamBudickama kyxHs ca nad ¢
6ekoH u ocBexkaBauwia, cmygena u kuceaa kpem cyna.

Latvia regained independence from the Soviet Union in 1991.
Situated on the Baltic coast, Latvia is a low-lying country with large
forests that supply timber for construction and paper industries.
The environment is rich in wildlife. Latvia also produces consumer
goods, textiles and machine tools. The country attracts tourists
from all over Europe. Ethnically, the population is 59% Latvian and
29% Russian, and more than a third live in the capital Riga. Founded
in 1201, Riga is the largest city in the three Baltic states with a
population of 730 000. Its Freedom Statue is one of the highest in
Europe, at 43 metres.

The 100-seat unicameral Latvian Parliament, the Saeima, is elected
by direct, popular vote every four years. The president is elected by
the Parliament, also every four years.

Among the best-known Latvians are the expressionist painter Mark

Rothko and the contemporary composer Peteris Vasks.
Characteristic specialities of Latvian cuisine are speka piradzini (ba-
con pies) and a refreshing, cold sour cream soup.

Year of EU entry: 2004
Political system: Republic
Capital city: Riga

Total area: 64 589 km?
Population: 2.3 million
Currency: lats

Language: Latvian

NamBus
Latvia

N32neg om Puza
Riga skyline



NumBa e Hal-20AAMama no NAOWL U HaceAeHue om baamudckume
penybAuku. Ta noayyaBa cBoama HesaBucumocm om CvBemckus
coloa npe3 1991 2oguta. AumoBckuam netizaxk e paBeH, ¢ uskalo-
YeHue Ha Hucku xoAmoBe B kpallHama 3anagHa u U3moyHa Yacm.
Hai-Bucokama mouka e Aykuwamuc — 294 m. MHo206podHu esepa
u 6aama ocelBam mepeHa (. CmeceHu 2opu nokpuBam 30% om
mepumopuAma Ha cmpaxama.

Okoro 80% om HaceaeHuemo ca aumoBuu, 11% ca noaauu, 7%
ca pycHauu.

Cmonauuama Buanloc e »kuBonuceH 2pag Ha bpezoBeme Ha peka
Buaxa. HezoBuam yHuBepcumem, ocHoBaH npe3 1759 20guHa,
npegcmaBaaBa komnaeke B peHecaHcoB cmun ¢ 6e36podHu Bom-
pewHu gBopoBe, odopmAwu 2pag B 2paga.

NAumoBckusam npesugedm, u3bupaH gupekmHo 3a 5-20guluieH
MaHgam, pvkoBogu mekgyHapogHama noAumuka u cuzypHocm-
ma Ha cmpaHama. Egrokamapruam aumoBcku napaamerm (Ced-
mac), uma 141 uaeHoBe, koumo ce usbupam Ha Beeku 4 20guHU.
Mapmuume mpsA6Ba ga noayyam noHe 5% om 2racoBeme, 3a ga
Gbgam npegemaBenu B napramesma.

NumoBckama kyxus BkalouBa cmygeHa cyna om uBekno, Acmus ¢
AumoBcku HageHuuu u kapmodu, u3Bapa u 2vbu.

Lithuania is the largest and most populous of the Baltic States.
It became independent from the Soviet Union in 1991. The
Lithuanian landscape is flat except for low hills in the west-
ern uplands and eastern highlands. The highest point is
Aukstasis at 294 metres. Numerous lakes and marshes dot
the terrain. A mixed forest zone covers 30% of the country.
Around80%ofthepopulationisLithuanian, 11%Polishand7%Russian.
The capital, Vilnius, is a picturesque city on the banks of River Vil-
nia. Its university, founded in 1579, is a renaissance style complex
with countless inner courtyards, forming a city within the city.

The Lithuanian president, elected directly for a five-year term,
oversees foreign and security policy. The unicameral Lithuanian
Parliament, the Seimas, has 141 members who are elected for a
four-year term. A party must receive at least 5% of the popular vote

to be represented in the Seimas.

Lithuanian cuisine consists of, among other things, cold beet soup,
Lithuanian sausage and potato meals, the most popular of which
are potato pancakes and Cepelinai — potato dumplings stuffed with
meat, curd cheese or mushrooms.

Taurag
Jauags

TAURAGE

Year of EU entry: 2004
Political system: Republic
Capital city: Vilnius

Total area: 65 200 km?
Population: 3.5 million
Currency: litas

Language: Lithuanian

NumBa
Lithuania

KexaubapeHa buwkymepua om
AumBa

Amber jewellery from Lithuania



Beaukomo xepuozcmBo Alokcembyp e maaka cmpana, 3a2pagena
om Beaeun, DpaHuuA u lepmauA U HellHama UCMOPUA € Hepas-
PuBHO cBbp3aHa ¢ ucmopuama Ha no-2oaemume U cocegu. Tepe-
HbM (I ¢ Cbcmou 2AaBHO OM XbAMOBE U 20pu.

Nokcembypz e bua nog koHmpoaa Ha MHO20 CMparU U ynpaBHuuu
Npes gbA2ama cu UCMOPUA, HO BUHa2U € BUA NOHe OMgeAHa, ako
e aBmoxomHa noaumuyecka eguuua om 10 Bek go ceza. [lHec
Nokcembypz e HacaegcmBeHo Beauko xepuozcmBo ¢ egHokamap-
Ha napaameHmapHa cucmema.

Neuebypackuam, HauuoHaaHuAM e3uk, e cpogeH ¢ Hemckus. Hem-
ckuam e nopBuAm yyXkg e3uk 3a noBeyemo XumeAu Ha cmpaHama
u ce u3noa3Ba B8 meguume. OpeHckusm e agMuHUCMpamuBHuAM
e3uk.

MkoHomuyeckama cmpykmypa Ha Alokcembype ce 6a3upa 0cHoB-
HO Ha 6ankoBo geno, 3acmpaxoBaHe U CMOMaHeHa UHgycmpus.
Ceackomo cmonascmBo u BuHapcmBomo cbwo 3aemam BakHo
MACmo.

MHo2o om alokcembypackume cneuuaaumemu ca xapakmepHu
3a 2opcku palioHu: nuaH 3aek u apgencka wykka. [lpyau MecmHu
AcmuA ca nbcmbpBa u wyka om pekume.

Nokcembype cnogeas goaunama Ha Mocen ¢ fepmaHus u mecm-
Hume 6eAu BuHa ca gobpe nosHamu. Kakmo MH020 gpyau ceBep-
HoeBponelcku cmpaHu, Alokcembypa e usBecmeH U coc cBoama
6upa.

The Grand Duchy of Luxembourg is a small country sur-
rounded by Belgium, France and Germany, and its his-
tory has been inextricably linked with that of its larger
neighbours. It is largely made up of rolling hills and forests.
Luxembourg has been under the control of many states and ruling
housesinitslonghistory, butithas beenaseparate, if notalways auton-
omous, political unit since the 10th century. Nowadays, Luxembourg
is a hereditary Grand Duchy with a unicameral parliamentary system.
Letzeburgesch, the national language, is akin to German. German is
the first foreign language for most Luxembourgers and is used in the
media. French is the administrative language.

The economic structure of Luxembourg is based mainly in banking,
insurance, and the steel industry. Agriculture and wine production
are also important.

Many of Luxembourg’s speciality dishes are appropriate to forest
areas: jugged hare and Ardennes ham. Other local dishes include
trout and pike from the rivers.

Luxembourg shares the Moselle valley with Germany and the local
white wines are well known. Like other northern European coun-
tries, Luxembourg is also known for its beers.

Year of EU entry: Founding member
Political system: Constitutional monarchy
Capital city: Luxembourg

Total area: 2 586 km?

Population: 0.4 million

Currency: euro

Language: French, German

Nrokcembyp2
Luxembourg =

Nokcembypa npes Howma
Luxembourg by night



Maama e ocmpoBHa 2pyna B8 CpegusemHo Mope. Camo mpume
Hati-eonemu ocmpoBa — Maama, 030 u KomuHo, ca 06umaBaHu.
Tepenobm e Hucok u kameHucm, ¢ kpalbpeXHu ckaau.

Maama, 8 cbpuemo Ha CpegusemHo Mope, € mAcmo, kbgemo
ce cmecBam uuBuAuzauuume Om XUAAQU 20QUHU Hacam. Ta e
HaceneHa om 5200 2 np.H.e. U Ha 0CMpoBa e UMaAo Couiecm-
Bexa npaucmopuyecka uuBuAu3auus owe npegu NpUCMU2aHemo
Ha duHukuduume, koumo kpbwaBam 2raBHua ocmpoB Maram,
o03HayaBawo ybexuwe. Mo-kbcHo ocmpoBume goreu BekoBe ca
cegaauwe Ha OpgeHa Ha puuapume xocnumaauepu Ha CB. oan, a
cAeg moBa ca yacm om bpumanckama umnepus. Maama cmaBa
HesaBucuma gopkaBa npes 1964 2oguHa.

Maamutickomo npaBumeacmBo ce 021aBsBa om Augepa Ha nap-
musma ¢ MHo3uHcmBo 8 Kamapama Ha npegcmaBumeaume.
HauuoHaaHusm e3uk e Maamudicku, Ho aHeAudickusm e npusHam
kamo oduuuareH e3uk, a MHO20 Maamuduu 2080pAM U UMaau-
aHcku.

Typusmom e Hal-BaxkeH 3a Maama, HO cmpaHama uma u pas-
pacmBauw ce cekmop Ha ycAyaume.

TpaguuuorHama maamuicka xpana BkaloyBa cynu (MuHecmpoHe,
pubHa), nacma u cragkuwu. MoAHeHUME ACMUA Cblo ca xapak-
mepHU 32 MecmHama kyxHA. [MoAHeHuAam 3aek e HauuoHaAHO
Acmue.

Malta is a group of islands in the Mediterranean Sea. Only
the three largest islands, Malta, Gozo and Comino, are in-
habited. The terrain is low and rocky with coastal cliffs.
Malta, in the heart of the Mediterranean, is a melting pot of ci-
vilisations with a history stretching back thousands of years.
Malta has been inhabited since around 5200 BC and a sig-
nificant prehistoric civilisation existed on the islands prior to
the arrival of the Phoenicians who named the main island
Malat, meaning safe haven. Later the islands were for centu-
ries the seat of the Order of Knights of the Hospital of St John
and then part of British Empire. It became independent in 1964.
The Maltese government is headed by the leader of the party with

a majority of seats in the uni House of Rep ives,
known in Maltese as Kamra tar-Rapprezentanti.

The national language is Maltese but English is recognised as an
official language, and many Maltese also speak Italian.

Tourism is important in Malta but the island also has an expanding
services sector.

Traditional Maltese food includes soup (minestrone, fish), pasta
and pastry dishes. Stuffed dishes are a feature of Maltese cuisine.
Stuffat Tal-Fenek (rabbit stew) is a national dish.

Year of EU entry: 2004
Political system: Republic
Capital city: Valetta

Total area: 316 km?
Population: 0.4 million
Currency: Maltese lira

Language: Maltese, English
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IAoyu om con 8 030
Salt flats in Gozo



Xonangus (kakmo nokasBa u gedcmBumeasomo u umve — Hugep-
AaHgus) e Hucko pasnoaokeHa mepumopus, kamo 1/3 om cmpa-
Hama e nog mMopckomo paBuuie. MH020 palioHu ca 3awumeHu
om HaBogHABaHe om MOPEMO Ypes guau U 3aWUMHU CMeHU.
MH020 3emA e 6uaa Bema om MOpemo, Hal-NPECHUAM npumep e
(DneBonangekus noagep.

Xoaaxgckusm napaameHm ce cbecmou om 2 kamapu. MopBama,
CbC 75 uyAeHa, ce u3bupa UHQUPEKMHO U UMa 02paHuyeHu npa-
Bomowus. Bmopama, uAu goaHa kamapa, ce usbupa gupekmHo u
konmpoaupa npaBumeacmBomo. YaeHoBeme u Ha gBeme kamapu
ce usbupam ¢ 4-2oguweH Mangam. MpegBug coliecmByBawiua
6anaHc mexXgy xonangckume noaumuyecku napmuu, Bcudku npa-
BumencmBa ca koaAuuuoHHU.

OcHoBHUme gelHocmu B ukgycmpusma ca npepabomkama Ha
XpaHu, k NempoA, Npc Ba B 0bracmma Ha eHep-
2emukama u eaekmpoHukama. iMa u guHamuyeH azpapet cek-
mop. Mpucmanuwemo Pomepgam e Had-2onamomo 8 EBpona u
BkalouBa u MHO20 3emA 3ag bpeea, npocmupawia ce go fepmanus
u Lleimpaana EBpona.

B ucmopuama cu XoaaHgua uma MH020 Beauku xygokHuuu. 17
Bek e enoxama Ha xonaHgckume maticmopu kamo Pem6pang BaH
PuiiH, Vioxax Bepmeep u Ak Cmui. 19 u 20 Bek ca He no-manko
3aberekumentu ¢ xygoXHuuu kamo BuHcedm Ba oz u Muem
MoHgpuaH.

MonyAspHU XoAaHgCKU cneuuaaumemu ca cypoBa xepuHaa, ny-
weHa 3muopka u 2paxoBa cyna, kamo He 6uBa ga 3abpaBame u
XoAaHgckume cupena Egam u layga.

The Netherlands, as the name indicates, is low-lying territory, with
onethird ofthe country ator below sealevel. Many areas are protected
from flooding by dykes and sea walls. Much land has been reclaimed
from the sea, the Flevoland polder being the most recent example.
The Dutch Parliament (or Staten Generaal) consists of two

chambers. The first with 75 members is indirectly elected and %

has limited powers. The second chamber, or lower house,
is directly elected and controls the government. Members

of both houses serve a four-year term. Given the balance
among Dutch political parties, all governments are coalitions.
Industrial activity is predominantly in food processing, chemicals,
petroleum refining, electrical and electronic machinery. It has a
dynamic agricultural sector. The port of Rotterdam is the busiest
in Europe, serving a vast hinterland which stretches into Germany
and central Europe.

The Netherlands has a history of great painters. The 17th century
was the age of the Dutch Masters, such as Rembrandt van Rijn, Jo-
hannes Vermeer and Jan Steen. The 19th and 20th centuries are no
less remarkable for their high-calibre artists like Vincent van Gogh
and Piet Mondriaan.

Well-known Dutch specialities include raw herring, smoked eel and
pea soup, not forgetting Dutch cheeses such as Edam or Gouda.
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Year of EU entry: Founding member

Political system: Constitutional
monarchy

Capital city: Amsterdam
Total area: 41 864 km?>

Population: 16.2 million
Currency: euro

Language: Dutch

XonaHgusn
Netherlands
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Tesu BamopHu MeaHuuu om 18 Bek ca
BUAU NocmpoeHu, 3a ga omBogHABam
okoaHama 3ems.

These 18th century windmills

were built to drain the

surrounding land



CeBepHama yacm Ha MoAwa, npocmupawa ce go baamudcko
MOpe, € CbCMOoU NOYMU U3UAAO OM HU3UHU, @ Kapnamckume
nAaHuHU (Bkalouumento Tampume) odopmam lokHama 2paHuua
Ha cmpaxama. Pationom Ha Masypckume e3epa e Hal-noceuwiasa-
Hama yacm om [MoAwa.

Moackama gopkaBa e Ha noBeye om 1000 2oguHu. Mpe3 16-mu
Bek e 6una egHa om Had-mozbwume gbpkaBu 8 EBpona. Kpan
AH Il Cobuecku pa3buBa omomarckama obcaga Ha Buena npe3
1683 20guHa, ¢ koemo npekpamsaBa 3anaaxama om Bo3moXHa
okynauus Ha 3anagHa EBpona.

MoAwa e 602ama Ha NPUPOGHU MUHEPaAHU pecypcu, Bkalouumen-
Ho kameHHa con. CoaHama MuHa Bueauuka BkalouBa u usa 2pag
nog 3emMAma, 3aegHO CbC CaHamopuyM, meambup, WopkBa u kade-
He. Bcuyko mam — om cmbAGume go noAureume — e HanpaBeHo
0m COA.

CvBpemerHama koHcmumyuua Ha MoAwa gamupa om 1997 2o-
guna. MpesugeHmvm ce usbupa om Hapoga Ha Bceku 5 20guHu.
460-me yreHoBe Ha goaHama kamapa Ha napaavenma (Cedm) u

100-me yAeHOBe Ha ceHama ce u3bupam gupekmHo N0 NPONOPUU-

OHaAHa cucmema U ca ¢ 4-20guweH MaHgam.

Tpaguuuoxtume noacku acmus BkalouBam cyna om uepBeHo &

uBekno, 3eneBu capmu u nupoXku (NMoAHEHU NPUMEPHO CbC 3eAe
UAU 206U).

Cpeg usBecmHume noaauu ca acmpoHombm KonepHuk, komno-
3umopbm LWonen, yyeHusm Mapua CkaogoBcka — Klopu, pexXu-
cbopume Poman Moaancku u Kwuwod KewnaoBeku u nokodHuam
nana Moat MaBen II.

The north of Poland, stretching to the Baltic Sea, consists almost
entirely of lowlands while the Carpathian Mountains (including the
Tatra range) form the southern border. The Masuria region forms the
largest and most-visited lake district in Poland.

The Polish state is over 1 000 years old. In the 16th century Poland
was one of the most powerful countries in Europe. King Jan Il So-
bieski of Poland broke the Ottoman siege of Vienna in 1683, ending
the threat of a possible occupation of western Europe.

Poland is rich in natural mineral resources, including rock salt. The
Wieliczka salt mine contains an entire town below ground with
sanatorium, theatre, church and café! Everything from stairs to
chandeliers is made from salt.

Poland’s current constitution dates from 1997. The President is
elected by popular vote for a five-year term. The 460 members of
the lower house of parliament (the Sejm) and the 100 members of
the senate, are directly elected by a system of proportional repre-
sentation to serve four-year terms.

Poland’s traditional dishes include beetroot soup, cabbage rolls
(cabbage leaves stuffed with meat and rice) and pierogi (dumplings
stuffed with cabbage and mushrooms, for example).

Famous Poles include the astronomer Copernicus, the composer
Chopin, the scientist Maria Curie-Sklodowska, film-makers Roman
Polanski and Krzysztof Kieslowski, and the late Pope, John-Paul II.
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Year of EU entry: 2004
Political system: Republic
Capital city: Warsaw
Total area: 313 000 km?
Population: 38.2 million

Currency: zloty

Language: Polish

Koneptuk u nana Moat-MaBen Il ca
yyuAu 8 KpakoBckua yHuBepcumem,
Cb3gageH npes 14 Bek.
Copernicus and Pope John-Paul Il
studied at Krakow’s

14th century university



Mopmyzanus, cmpaxa ¢ 602ama ucmopus Ha MopenAaBate u 2eo-
2padcku omkpumus, ce Hamupa 8 3anagHus kpad Ha bepudckus
noayocmpoB, Ha bpeea Ha AmaaHmuyeckus okea. licmopusma
Ha cmpaxama uma mpalHo ompaxkeHue Bopxy HellHama kyamypa:
MaBbpckomo u opueHmaackomo BausHue Bbpxy apxumekmypa-
ma u uskycmBomo e MH020 3abereXumo.

Mpes nocaegrume 3000 2ogutu Mopmyzaaus e 6ua cBugemen
Ha HenpekbCHamOo NpUUXkKgaHe U OMME2ARHE Ha PasAUYHU UU-
BuAuzauuu. QuHukuduy, 2bpuu, keAmu, kapmazeHuu, pUMARHU U
apabu ca ocmaBuAu mam MHoXecmBo omneyambuu om cBos-
ma kyamypa. Mpe3 15 Bek cmeaume mMopcku nbmewiecmBeHuuu
Ha Mopmyzaaus, npegBoxkganu om Bawko ga fama, omkpuBam
HoBu mepumopuu, koemo goBexkga go pasBumuemo Ha npes-
mopcka umnepus.

MpeaugeHmom, u3bupa Ha 06WU U36opu 3a 5 20guHU, UMa o2pa-
HuyeHu npaBomouwus. MapaameHmom uma 230 4AeHoBe, Yudmo
Maxgam e 4-20guLUeH.

YHuBepcumembm Ha Koum6pa, ocHoBaH npe3 1290 2oguHa, e
€guH om Hati-cmapume 8 EBpona. Cpeg Hal-u3BecmHume nop-
myaancku noemu ca Ayuw ge Kamoew u (epHango Mecoa.

Mpe3 loHu B uana Mopmyzaausa ce npoBeXkgam npasHeHcmBa 8

Yecm Ha mpuma cBemuu, u3BecmHu kamo ,HapogHume cBemuu”.
HaBcrkoge 38yyam oAknopHU MaHuu u My3uka, 0C0BeHO MeAaH-
X0AUYHOMO hago.

Beeku pailon Ha Mopmyzaaua uma cBoume mpaguuuoHHU Acmus
0m pasauyHu BugoBe meco u puba. Cmpaxama e usBecmHa cbc
CMoMe HayuHa 3a Npu2omBAHe Ha 3Muopka.

Portugal, a country with a rich history of seafaring and discov- |

ery, looks out from the Iberian Peninsula onto the Atlantic Ocean.
Portugal’s history has had a lasting impact on the culture of the
country: Moorish and Oriental influences in architecture and the
arts are prominent.

During the past 3000 years, Portugal has witnessed a constant
ebb and flow of civilisations. Phoenician, Greek, Celt, Carthagin-
ian, Roman and Arabic cultures have all left their imprint. In the

15th century, Portugal’s intrepid maritime explorers led by Vasco
da Gama discovered new territories, leading to the accumulation
of an overseas empire.

The President, elected for a five-year term by universal suffrage, has
limited powers. The parliament has 230 members, whose mandate
is for four years.

The university of Coimbra, established in 1290, is one of the oldest
in Europe. Among the best-known Portuguese poets are Luis de
Camdes and Fernando Pessoa.

During the summer, in the month of June, festivities dedicated to three
saints known as Santos Populares (Popular saints) take place all over
Portugal. Folk dance and music, particularly the melancholy fado, re-
main vibrant.
Each region of
Portugal has its
traditional - dish-
es with various
kinds of meat
and  seafood,
including  the
hundred ways of
cooking cod, the
national dish.

Year of EU entry: 1986
Political system: Republic
Capital city: Lisbon

Total area: 92 072 km?
Population: 10.4 million
Currency: euro

Language: Portuguese

Mopmyzaausn
Portugal

Kynama beaem 8 AucaboH
Belem Tower in Lisbon



PymuHuAa ce Hamupa B lozousmouHa EBpona. TA e naaHuHcka
cmpana B ceBepHama cu yacm, a ocHoBHama 3abeaekumenta
obracm B lokHama (1 yacm e goauHama Ha peka [yHaB. leama-
ma, koamo odopma pekama ¢ npubawkaBaHemo cu kom YepHo
MOpe, & NpupogeH peaepBam 3a MHoXkecmBo MECMHU U npeaem-
HU nMuuy.

PymbHckuam napaamenm ce cocmou om 2 kamapu: Cexam, kod-
mo uma 140 uaeHoBe, u Kamapa Ha genymamume, koamo uma
345 yneHoBe. YreHoBeme Ha gBeme kamapu ce usbupam Ha us6o-
pu, koumo ce npoBexkgam Ha Bceku 4 20guHU.

EmHuyecku HacereHuemo Ha PymbHus ce cocmou om 90% py-
MbHUU U 7% yH2apuu. Pymotckusm esuk, kakmo mMHo20 gpyau
8 lokna EBpona, npousausa gupekmxo om Aamuckus, Bonpeku
e PyMoHUA € pasgeAeHa Om 0CMaHaAume CMpaHU, U3noA3Bawu
pomatcku esuuu, om cAaBaH02080pAWU cmpaHu. PymbHusA npu-
mexkaBa 3HauyumeAHU NPUPOGHU PECYpCU — NEmpOA, NPUPOgeH
2a3, BveAuwa, Xeaaso, meg u bokcum. Memanroobpabomkama,
nempoAHama U xumuyeckama NPOMUWAEHOCM U MaLUHOCMPO-
€HEmo ca 0CHOBHUME 0MPACAU Ha UHgycmpuAma.

PymoHckume cneuuaaumemu ca klodmema Ha ckapa, 3agyweHo
CBUHCKO € AYK U YECoH, NOHUYKU CbC CMemMaHa U CUpeHe.
CmpasaBawama ucmopus 3a fpakyaa ce 6asupa Ha »kuBeaus

npe3 15 Bek 2pad Baag [pakya, yudimo cuH e 6uA usBecmeH ¢ B

HabuBaHemo Ha koa Ha naeHeHume Bpa2oBe no Bpeme Ha BolHa.
N3BecmHu pymoHuu ca nucameaam VoxkeH Vonecky, 2umHacmuy-
kama Hags Komateyu u komnosumopbm eopae Execky.

Romania, in southeast Europe, is mountainous in the north
while the main feature in the south is the vast Danube valley.
The river forms a delta as it approaches the Black Sea, which
is a wildlife reserve for countless native and migratory birds.

The Romanian parliament consists of two chambers, the Senat -
(Senate), which has 140 members, and the Camera Deputatilor !

(Chamber of Deputies), which has 345 members. The members
of both chambers are chosen in elections held every four years.
Ethnically, the population is 90% Romanian and 7% Hungar-

ian. The Romanian language, like a number of others in southern
Europe, is directly descended from Latin, although Romania
is separated from other Romance-language countries by Slav
speakers. Romania has considerable natural resources — oil,
natural gas, coal, iron, copper and bauxite. Metal-working, petro-
chemicals and mechanical engineering are the main industries.
Romanian specialities include grilled meatballs, pork stew with gar-
lic and onions and doughnuts made with cream and cheese.

The spine-chilling tale of Dracula is based on the 15th century
Romanian Count Vlad Dracul whose son was famous in wartime
for impaling captured enemies. Well-known Romanians include
the writer Eugene lonesco, the gymnast Nadia Comaneci and the
composer George Enesco.
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Year of EU entry: 2007
Political system: Republic
Capital city: Bucharest
Total area: 238 000 km?
Population: 21.8 million
Currency: leu

Language: Romanian

PymbHUs
Romania

1B

Pyutume Ha 3ambka Ha 2pad Baag
Apakya

The ruins of Count Vlad Dracul’s
castle



CnoBakus cmaBa He3aBucuma gopkaBa npes aHyapu 1993 2ogu-
Ha cAeg pasgeaaHemo Ha YexocnoBakus Ha gBeme U cocmaBHu
yacmu.

ChoBakus ce Hamupa B copuemo Ha ugHmpaaHa EBpona, cBop-
3aHa cbc cBoume cocegu upe3 peka AynaB. Had-uzBecmHuam
kypopm B8 cmpasama ca Bucokume Tampu — u3BecmHu CbC
cBoume 2negku u coopwkerus 3a cku. Husunume Ha AyHaBckama
paBHuHa ocuzypaBam nAogopogHu 3emu, B8 koumo ce omeaexga
nweHuua, evemuk, kapmodu, 3axapHo uBekno, naogoBe, miomio
U 2po3ge.

Mpe3ugexHmbm, usbupan gupekmHo om Hapoga Ha Bceku 5 2ogu-
HU, UMa 02paHuyeHu npaBomouwius. CmpaHama uma egHokamapen
napAavMeHm, YUUMO YAeHoBe ce usbupam ¢ 4-20guLieH Maxgam.
EmHuvecku HaceneHuemo e 86% croBawko, a yHzapuume ca Had-
20AIMOMO MaAUUHCMBO.

Ha mHo20 xbAMoBe ca Hakauaau ykpenaeHus, koumo ca cBuge-
MeAU Ha gbAeama UCMOpUA Ha HawecmBus, npexuBaHu om
CnoBakus. bpamucaaBa, koamo e buaa macmomo, kbgemo ca ce
koporscBaau yHzapckume kpaae 8 MuHanomo, uma 602amo apxu-
mekmypHo HacaegcmBo om cpegHoBekoBuemo u bapoka.
TpaguuuoHHu scmus ca kapmogerume klopmema ¢ 0Bue cupete
U 3eAeBama cyna ¢ HageHuua.

Cpeg Hat-u3BecmHume caoBauu ca LlledaH BaHuy, kodmo u3o-
6pemsBa napawyma npe3 1913 2oguHa, ocHoBameaam Ha non-
apma AHgu Yopxoa, pogeH kamo Axgped BapxoAa om pogumenu,
npousxokgawyu om usmoyHa CaoBakus, kakmo u CroBenckama
(huaxapmoHus, cb3gageHa npea 1949 2oguHa.

Slovakia became an independent state in January 1993 after

Czechoslovakia split into its two constituent parts.

Slovakia is in the heart of central Europe, linked to its neighbours by
the River Danube. The most famous natural resort is the High Tatra

mountains - popular for its spectacular views and skiing facilities.
The lowlands of the Danube plain provide a fertile farming region
producing wheat, barley, potatoes, sugar beet, fruit, tobacco and
grapes.

The President, elected by direct popular vote for a five-year term,
has limited powers. The country has a single-chamber parliament
whose 150 members are elected for four-year terms.

Ethnically, the population is 86% Slovak; Hungarians are the larg-
est minority.

Perched on many hilltops are fortifications that bear witness to
Slovakia’s long history of invasions. Bratislava, the coronation place
for the kings of Hungary in the past, has a rich heritage of medieval
and baroque architecture.

Traditional meals are potato dumplings with sheep’s milk cheese
and cabbage soup with sausage.

Among the best-known Slovaks are Stefan Banic who invented the
parachute in 1913, the founder of pop-art Andy Warhol, born as
Andrej Varhola of partents originating in Eastern Slovakia and the
Slovenska Filharmonia orchestra founded in 1949.

)2'\ ( MALOFOLSKIE
Spdisey
iy

.-—r \. = > "\
ZIUNSKY ((' S

PRE§0VSKY

snniamse )

Year of EU entry: 2004

Political system: Republic

Capital city: Bratislava

Total area: 49 000 km?

Population: 5.4 million

Currency: Slovak koruna

Language: Slovak

CnoBakun

Slovakia

Cmapama yacm Ha
BpamucaaBa
Bratislava old town



Hskoea egHa om wecmme penybauku, cocmaBaaBawu t02ocha-
Bus, gHewHa CroBernua cmaBa HesaBucuma gopkaBa npes 1991
20QUHa npu pasnagaHemo Ha t0z2ocaaBus. Ta epaHuyu ¢ imaaus,
ABcmpus, YHeapusa u XopBamus.

Yemupu 2raBHU eBponelicku pezuoHa ce cpewam B8 CaoBeHus:
Aanume, [lunapckuam patioH, MaxoHckama paBHuHa u Cpegusem-
HomMopuemo. CmpaHama e nAaHUHcka, a CAOBeHUUME ca 3ananeHu
ckuopu u mypucmu. HauuoHaaHomo 3Hame u3o6pasaBa Bpux Tpu-
21aB, kotimo e Had-Bucokuam caoBercku Bpox (2864 m).
CnoBeHus Hakoza e 6uaa yacm om ABcmpo-yHaapckama umMnepus.
Cmonauuama AlobAsHa e 0cHoBaHa owe no pumcku BpemeHa. Held-
HuAam yHuBepcumem ¢ noBeye om 50-me cu XuAAgu cmygeHmu
gonpuHaca 3a oXuBeHua kyamypeH xuBom Ha 2paga. [xaBHume
pa3Bumu UHgycmpuaAHu HanpaBaeHua ca npou3BogcmBomo Ha
aBmomobuAaHu Yacmu, xumukaau, enekmpoHuka, erekmpoypegu,
MemanHu u3geAaus, mekcmua u mebeau.

Typucmuyeckume 3abeaeXumeaocmu BkalouBam usBecmHume
newepu B Mocmoina ¢ mex+ume kpacuBu cmaaakmumu u cma-
Aazgmumu. Pucyskume 8 mesu newepu nokasBam, ye nopBume
mypucmu ca gowau myk npe3 1213 2oguHa.

CnoBexckama KyxHa e CuAHO NOBAUAHA OM ME3U Ha CbCegHume
cmpatu. Om ABcmpus ugBam wipygerom u BueHckuam WHUUEA.
Vimaaus gaBa cBos npuHoC C pu3omo u paBuoAu, a YHzapua — ¢
2ynaw. Momuka e umemo Ha cneuuduyeH croBeHcku npasHuyeH
gecepm.

Cpeg Had-usBecmHume croBeHuu ca dusukom Moked Cmedan,
AutzBucrmbm Opaxu Mukaowuy u apxumekmom Aoxe MaeuHuk.

Previously one of Yugoslavia's six constituent republics, present-

day Slovenia became independent in 1991 as Yugoslavia fell apart.
Itis bordered by Italy, Austria, Hungary and Croatia.

Four major European geographic regions meet in Slovenia: the Alps,
the Dinaric area, the Pannonian plain and the Mediterranean. The
country is mountainous, and Slovenes are keen skiers and hikers.
The national flag depicts the three-peaked Triglav, Slovenia's highest
mountain at 2 864 metres.

The country was once part of the Austro-Hungarian empire. The
capital, Ljubljana, was founded in Roman times. Its university, with
more than 50 000 students, contributes to the city’s busy cultural
life. The main industries are car parts, chemicals, electronics, elec-
trical appliances, metal goods, textiles and furniture.

Tourist attractions include the famous caves at Postojna with their
decor of stalactites and stalagmites. Graffiti in the caves shows that
the first tourists came here in 1213.

Slovenian cuisine is strongly influenced by that of its neighbours.
From Austria comes Strudel and Wiener schnitzel. Italy has contrib-
uted with risotto and ravioli and Hungary with goulash. The potica is
a special Slovenian cake.

Among the most famous Slovenes are the physicist Jozef Stefan,
the linguist Franc Miklosi¢ and the architect JoZe Ple¢nik.
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Year of EU entry: 2004
Political system: Republic
Capital city: Ljubljana
Total area: 20 000 km?
Population: 2 million
Currency: euro

Language: Slovenian

CnoBeHusn
Slovenia
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Ha cku 8 naaHuHama TpuaaaB.
Skiing in the shadow of
Mount Triglav



Bucoku naama u naaHuHu kamo MupeHeume u Cuepa HeBaga
oopmam pereda Ha koHmuHeHmanxa Wcnanua. Om Bucokume
mecma u3Bupam 2aaBHume peku kamo E6po, [yepo, Taxo u Iy-
agankuBup. baneapckume ocmpoBu ce Hamupam HabAu3o 8 Cpe-
gu3emHo Mope, a Karapckume ocmpoBu ca gaey Ha o2, 3anagHo
om apukaHckus bpae.

cnarusa e koHcmumyuuoHHa MOHapXus, ¢ NOMOMCMBeH MOHapxX
u gBykamapeH napaameHm (Kopmec uAu HauuoHaaHO Cobpa-
Hue). KamaayHus, Cmpaxama Ha backume u faAuuus ¢ mexHume
c06CMBEHU €3UUU UMam CNeuuareH cmamyc CbeAacHo kocmu-
myuuama om 1978 2oguHa, koamo npu3HaBa e3ukoBomo u kya-
mypHo ue 8 egHa ¢ lcnanus. Cmpanama e
pasgeneHa Ha 17 aBmoHomHu obracmu, koumo umam cBoume
gupekmHo u3bupaHu op2aHu Ha Baacmma.

OctoBHume ukoHomuyecku ompacau Ha Mcnaua ca ceackomo
cmonaxcmBo (no-CneuuaaHo omaaeXgaHemo Ha naogoBe u 3e-
AEHYYUU, 3eXmUH U BuHO), puboroBbm, mekcmuAxomo npou3Bog-
cmBo, aBmomobuAOCMPOEHEMO U Mypu3Mobm.

0m Benackec 8 17 Bek, npe3 oA 8 18 u 19 Bek, go Mukaco, laau u
Mupo npe3 20 Bek, licnanus uma 6o2ama apmucmuyta kyamypa.
Vcnatickomo daamenko (My3uka u maHu) npegu3BukBa Bbaxuwie-
Hue HaBcakbge no cBema, a pomadom [loH Kuxom Ha CepBaH-
mec e egud om Had-apkume npegcmaBumeau Ha eBponedckama
Aumepamypa. Vicnaickume pexucbopu kamo Megpo AamogoBap,
Anexangpo AmeHabap u Ayuc Byhloea ca HocumeAu Ha Hakoako
MeXgyHapogHu GuamoBu Hazpagu.

Wcnanckama kyxHa e usBecmHa cbc cBoama naeaa (0pus, nuae,
Mopcku gapoBe u 3eAeHuyuu), mopmuaa (omaem ¢ kapmodu) u
caxzpua (ocBexaBawa Hanumka ¢ BuHO U NA0goBe).

High plateau and mountain ranges such as the Pyrenees and the Si-
erra Nevada dominate mainland Spain. Running from these heights
are several major rivers such as the Ebro, the Duero, the Tagus and
the Guadalquivir. The Balearic Islands lie offshore in the Mediterranean
while the Canary Islands are to be found off the African coast.

Spain is a constitutional monarchy, with a hereditary monarch and

a bicameral parliament, the Cortes or National Assembly. Catalonia,
the Basque Country and Galicia have special status with their own
language and other rights under the constitution of 1978 which en-
shrines respect for linguistic and cultural diversity within a united
Spain. The country is divided into 17 autonomous communities
(regions) which all have their own directly elected authorities.
Spain’s main economic sectors include agriculture (especially fruit
and vegetables, olive oil and wine), fish, textiles, automobiles and
tourism.

From Velazquez in the 17th century, through Goya in the 18th and
19th, to Picasso, Dali and Miro in the 20th, Spain has a rich artistic
culture. Spanish Flamenco music and dance are widely admired
around the world while Cervantes’ novel Don Quixote is one of the
landmarks of modern European literature. Spanish film directors
such as Pedro Almodovar, Alejandro Amenabar and Luis Bufiuel
have received several international prizes.

Spanish cuisine is known for its paella (made with rice, chicken,
seafood and vegetables), tortilla (omelette with potatoes) and san-
gria (refreshing wine served with fruit).

Year of EU entry: 1986

Political system: Constitutional
monarchy

Capital city: Madrid
Total area: 504 782 km?
Population: 40.7 million
Currency: euro

Language: Spanish

WUcnaHun
Spain
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YauueH kapHaBana 8 Kagus

Street carnival in Cadiz



LLBeuusn e cmpaHama ¢ Hal-MH0206polHO HaceAeHue om ceBep-
HoeBponelckume cmpatu. [loA2u nAaHUHCku Bepuzu A omgeaam
om HopBeaus Ha 3anag, a ¢ QuHaangua cu nogeas bomruyeckus
3aAuB B Hal-ceBepHama wacm Ha baamuiicko Mope.

lO%kHama yacm Ha cmpadama e npegumHo ceackocmonancka,
kamo 2opume nokpuBam Bce no-2oaAMa 4acm om Mmepumopus-
ma, koakomo no Ha ceBep ce omuBa. cmomama Ha HaceneHue-
mo e no-Bucoka 6 loxk#ama yacm, kamo ocHoBHUME ueHmpoBe ca
goAuHama Ha e3epomo MeaapeH U paliobm Ha EpecyHg.

Mpe3 1971 2oguHa ce cb3gaBa Pukcgazom — egHokamapeH nap-
AameHm ¢ 349 uaeHa, koumo ce u3bupam No NPONOPUUOHAAHA
cucmema Ha Bceku 4 20guHU.

B cmpaxama »uBeam Had-manko 17 000 mysemuu (AanAaHguu).
ma u maauuHecmBo om emHuyecku GuHAaHgUU.

LLIBeuuA usHaca aBmomobuAu, npogykmu Ha MawuHOCMPOEHemo,
cmomana, exekmpoHuka, komyHukauuoHHO 060pygBate u xapmu-
€HU U3QeAUs.

LLIBegume uz2pasm poAsma Ha NUOHePU B paHHUME gHU Ha kuHomo
¢ Mopuu, LLuaep u Bukmop CboHcmpbom. Mo-kbcHo pexucbopu
kamo VHamap Bepaman u akmpucu kamo pema lap6o, Hepug
Bepaman u AHuma Ek6epe npaBam kapuepa 8 uyxk6una. LLIBegcka-
ma my3uka B cb3HaHUEMO Ha MHO3UHa ce acouuupa ¢ ABBA.
LlBegckama kyxHa e usBecmua ¢ wBegckama maca, 6aamuticka-
ma xepuHea, 2paxoBama cyna u nanayuHkume.

Sweden has the largest population of the Nordic countries. It is sep-
arated in the west from Norway by a range of mountains. It shares %

the Gulf of Bothnia at the north end of the Baltic Sea with Finland.
The southern part of the country is chiefly agricultural, with forests
covering an increasing percentage of the land the further north
one goes. Population density is also higher in southern Sweden,
with centres being in the valley of Lake Malaren and the Oresund
region.

In 1971 the Riksdag became a single-chamber Parliament. Its 349
members are elected on the basis of proportional representation
for a four-year term.

The country has at least 17 000 indigenous Samis (or Lapps)
among its population. It also has a minority of ethnic Finns.
Sweden exports cars, engineering products, steel, electronic de-
vices, communications equipment and paper products.

Swedes played a pioneering role of the early days of cinema, with
Mauritz Stiller and Victor Sjostrom. Later on, directors like Ingmar
Bergman and actresses such as Greta Garbo, Ingrid Bergman and
Anita Ekberg made careers abroad. Swedish music is in many
minds synonymous with ABBA.

The Swedish cuisine is known for its Smorgésbord (a buffet of sa-
voury delicacies), Baltic herring, pea soup and pancakes.

Year of EU entry: 1995

Political system: Constitutional
monarchy

Capital city: Stockholm
Total area: 450 000 km?
Population: 8.9 million
Currency: Swedish krona

Language: Swedish

LUBeyus
Sweden

LlIBegckusm [areueH ceBep
Sweden’s far north



06eguxeHomo kpancmBo ce cocmou om AHzAus, Yeac u Lom-
AaHgus (koumo 3aegHo 06pasyBam Beaukobpumanus) u CeBepHa
VpaaHgua. Had-Bucokama naaHuHa e ben HeBuc 8 LLomaangus,
koamo gocmuza 1343 m.

06egureromo kpancmBo € KOHCMUMYyUUOHHA MOHapXus U nap-
AameHmapHa gemokpauus. MaBHama kamapa Ha napaavedma e
goaama (Kamapa Ha obwurume), koamo uma 646 unexoBe, usbu-
paHu Ha 06w u3bopu. Okoao 700 gywu umam npaBomo ga cegam
B8 2opHama kamapa (Kamapa Ha nopgoBeme), koumo ca baazopog-
Huuy, nomomcmBeHu 6razopogHuuu u enuckonu. B Eguxbype ce
Hamupa LLlomaangckuam napaavenm, kodmo npumexaBa 2onemu
MecmHu npaBomowlus, a 8 Kapgud e Yeackomo cwbpaHue, koemo
UM OMHOCUMEAHO 02paHuyieHa Bracm no Bonpocume Ha Yenc.
Anzauyasume ca okono 80% om HaceaeHuemo. LLlomaaxguume ca
okono 10%, a yeacuume u upAaHguume 3anbABam noumu Bcuy-
kume ocmataau npouexmu. O6eguHeHomo kparcmBo e gom u Ha
MHO020 UMu2paHmeku obwHocmu, 2AaBHo om 6uBiume koroHuu
8 Kapubume, VHgus, Makucmat, Banenagew u Adpuka.
kosomukama — egHa om Had-cuaHume 8 EBponelckua colo3 — e
Bce no-cBopaana ¢ ycayaume, Bonpeku Ye 3anasBa U UHgycmpuaaHa
OpueHmauus ¢ gobpe pasBumu Bucoku mexHoAo2uU U HAKoAko gpyeu
o6aacmu. AoHgoH e cBemoBeH ueHMbp Ha GuHaHcoBume ycAyau.
PoguHa Ha uHgycmpuaaHama peBoalouus, 0beguHeHomo kpan-
cmBo e cb3gano MH020 BeAuku yueHu kamo Vicak HiomoH u Yapas
[MapBuH. bawama Ha cvBpemenHama ukoHomuka, Agam Cmum, e

6u womnatgeu. AHeaudickama Aumepamypa npumexkata Hecnu- -

paul nomok om noemu, gpamMamypau, eceucumu U poMasucmu
om Dkedpu Yocop npes LWekenup u He2oBume cvoBpemeHHUUU,
ma go 02poMHOMO U306UAUE OM CbBPeMeHHU NUCameAu.

The United Kingdom consists of England, Wales, Scotland (who >

together make up Great Britain) and Northern Ireland. The highest
mountain is Ben Nevis in Scotland which reaches a height of 1 343m.
The United Kingdom is a constitutional monarchy and parliamentary
democracy. The main chamber of parliament is the lower house, the
House of Commons, which has 646 members elected by universal suf-

frage. About 700 people are eligible to sitin the upper house, the House
of Lords, including life peers, hereditary peers, and bishops. There is a
Scottish parliamentin Edinburgh with wide-ranging local powers, and a
Welsh Assembly in Cardiff with more limited authority for Welsh affairs.
The English account for more than 80% of the population. The Scots
make up nearly 10% and the Welsh and Irish most of the rest. The
UK is also home to diverse immigrant communities, mainly from
its former colonies in the West Indies, India, Pakistan, Bangladesh
and Africa.

The economy - one of the largest in the EU - is increasingly ser-
vices-based although it maintains industrial capacity in high-tech
and other sectors. The City of London is a world centre for financial
services.

Home to the industrial revolution, the United Kingdom has produced
many great scientists and engineers including Isaac Newton and

Charles  Darwin.
,g@?»” The father of mod-
A ern  economics,

Adam Smith, was
a Scot. English
literature has pro-
duced an endless
stream of poets,
dramatists, ~ es-
sayists and nov-
elists from Geof-
frey Chaucer via
Shakespeare and
3 mm.mf_;:n\ his  contempo-

raries to a plethora
of modern writers.
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Year of EU entry: 1973

Political system: Constitutional
monarchy

Capital city: London
Total area: 242 500 km?
Population: 59.3 million
Currency: Pound sterling

Language: English

BeaukobpumaHus
United Kingdom

MapaameHmobm u bez beH,
usaaeg om p. Temaa
Parliament and Big Ben
seen from the River Thames



